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DEVON RIVER AUTHORITY
RIVER TEIGN FISHERIES SURVEY - 1963
This report is arranged in four sections a s  follows
A - INTRODUCTION
B - METHODS
C - RESULTS
D - APPENDIX (containing recommendations)
A. INTRODUCTION
The principal object of the survey was to examine the distribution and 
relative abundance of salmonid fish in the river system in order to assess 
the possibility of increasing the salmon population by artificial propagation.
A secondary object was to examine the condition of the river downstream of the 
Rookery Brook confluence, which was the length affected by the pollution and 
fish mortality in 1962, in order to assess the advisability Of restocking the 
length with brown trout.
Before proceeding with the results of the survey, however, it will be 
worth while to consider the general background of the river as it is in 1963 so 
that the results will have added perspective and possibly be of more value if 
studied in future years.
The River Teign - General
The headwaters of the North Teign are on Dartmoor (see Map A) and the 
river flows for the first part of its course through typical open moorland 
with heather-lined banks and little other vegetation. The river in this area 
has a gentle flow over a bed of rock and gravel and there are deep, good-sized 
pools at regular intervals. The main physical feature of this upland section 
is near Manger Rook where the river cascades down a sharply-angled rock face 
Jbefore resuming its more gentle flow to Batworthy where it is joined by the 
Walla Brook. From this point to Gidleigh the gradient becomes much steeper 
and the river flows rapidly over and between a bed of large boulders, forming 
a long series of waterfalls and small turbulent pools. The Blackaton Brook 
joins the river upstream of Leigh Bridge.
Whilst the North Teign is still in a more or less natural state, the upper 
reaches of the South Teign have been drowned to- form the Fernworthy reservoir. 
What remains of the natural flows of the river passes through a short steep 
section and unites with the North Teign at Leigh Bridge to form the Teign proper.
In its upper reaches the main river flows for much of its course through 
dense deciduous woodland and the stretch between Sandypark and Steps Bridge is 
particularly noteworthy in this respect. Beyond Dunsford the surrounding 
catchment is predominantly open pasture land, although there are patches of 
woodland, and even in the open fields there is often a belt of trees along 
the river banks. There are isolated industrial workings on this length of 
river, e.g . the concrete works and quarry at Trusham and the now disused 
barytes mine at Bridford, although just north of Newton Abbot the river passes 
through a considerable concentration of ball clay workings. Beyond this the
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river skirts the town of Newton Abbot and finally opens out into a relatively 
narrow estuary down which it flows .to Teignmouth and the English Channel.
There are no tributaries of any significance along the entire course of 
the main river and as a result it keeps a remarkably constant appearance, being 
similar in width and depth at places several miles apart.
However, one notable feature is the large number of weirs along the river. 
The leats off the weirs take water to feed generators at adjacent mills but 
few of these premises still discharge their original intended functions. One 
unfortunate consequence is that in periods of low water virtually all the flow 
of the river is diverted along the leats, leaving the lengths of river between 
the weirs and the points of return of the leats virtually stagnant, although 
in some cases some water still flows down the fish pass with which most of the 
weirs are provided.
The only major tributary of importance is the River Bovey. Broadly 
speaking, this follows the pattern of the Teign, rising on Dartmoor having a 
steep descent off the moor, a wild rugged section through Lustleigh Cleave 
with thick woodland giving way to more open country with patches of woodland 
and often tree lined river banks. The Bovey has its confluence with the Teign 
near Twinyeo Farm some two miles north of Newton Abbot.
To the river mouth at Teignmouth the entire catchment area of the Teign 
system measures 203 sq. miles.
Originating as it does from granite moorland and flowing for the most 
part over non-calcareous rocks, the Teign river water is poor in dissolved 
minerals and contains little enough calcium to be described as soft with a 
pH slightly on the acid side of neutral in its upper reaches. The exception 
to this is the River Wray which rises from calcareous springs and has a pH 
above neutral.
A  comprehensive pH survey was carried out during low water conditions on 
7th July 1963 and the following is a representative selection of the results:
It is possible that after heavy rain the acids leached out of the moor­
land peat cause a depression in the pH of the upper reaches, but this theory 
was not tested during the survey.
Like other Dartmoor rivers the Teign is famous fot the clarity of its 
water which in normal circumstances has a distinct brownish tint which becom 
considerably more pronounced after heavy rain. The water is also highly 
oxygenated as is to be expected in a river which has a shallow flow over a 
stony bed.
Unfortunately the river does not flow from the moors to the sea in this 
natural state but receives various effluents of both domestic and industrial 
origin at various points along its length.
Chemical
North Teign at Leigh Bridge 
South Teign at Leigh Bridge 
Teign at Steps Bridge 
Teign at Teignbridge 
Bovey at Wormhill Bridge 
Wray at Moretonhampstead 
Bovey at Jews Bridge
6.8
6.7
7.0
7.3
6.9
7.3
6.9
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Pollution
Host of the freshwater part of the Teign is free from serious organic 
pollution although there are some local pollutions caused by inadequate village 
sewage works on some of the minor tributaries. There are some sewage works on 
the main river but generally these are more modern in construction and produce 
effluents of a high standard. There is however still serious pollution of the 
estuary which receives the sewage from Kingsteignton and Newton Abbot 
(pop. 2 3 sOOO) after only partial treatment,.
There are also pollutions from various isolated industrial premises such 
as clay workings,, sand washing plants and quarries and in all cases these affect 
the river by increasing the suspended solids„ thus reducing light penetration 
and blanketing the stream bed with silt.
A major source of pollution is the disused barytes mine at Bridford, and 
in July 1962 an effluent from these premises containing toxic quantities of 
dissolved metals and free sulphuric acid killed large numbers of fish in the 
length of river downstream of the Rookery Brook as far as Preston.
Biological
Because of the limited time available for the entire survey a detailed 
study of the animals and plants was not possible. However, a few random 
qualitative examinations of the river bed were made and broad generalisations 
are therefore possible.
The predominant forms of plant life are found attached to the surface of 
the stones as encrusting algae or mosses and Fontinalis sp. is abundant in many 
places, though no doubt many other species occur. Higher plants are rsre 
except for occasional patches of rooted aquaticss the most common of which are 
Ranunculus s p . (water buttercup), Myriophyllum sp. (milfoil) and Callitriche sp. 
(starwort). One interesting feature is that whilst rooted plants are rare in 
the main river they are often abundant and make luxuriant growth in the leats 
where the speed of the current is reduced, the bottom more stabilised and 
presumably richer in deposited nutrients than the main river bed. This 
phenomenon clearly demonstrates that with the right combination of environmental 
conditions the Teign river water is quite capable of supporting a good head of 
water weeds.
Molluscs and Crustaceans are very rare indeed, although isolated pockets 
of Gammarus sp. do occur and in some of the tributaries, particularly the River 
Wray, it is quite common. The restricted distribution of water snails and 
shrimps is unfortunate from the point of view of the brown trout fishery which 
would almost certainly benefit by better growth if these groups were more 
widely distributed. However, it would seem that the main river is unsuitable 
for them or they would surely have become firmly established there by 
"seedings" from the tributaries. It is most likely that it is again the 
physical conditions found in the river bed rather than the nature of the water 
which determines their distribution. On these grounds it is very doubtful 
if anything at all would be gained by planting of weed etc. to influence the 
food supply available to the fish population.
In common with other heavily wooded rivers the Teign probably benefits 
greatly during the summer from terrestrial insects falling into the river and 
forming an important fish food. '
The macro-invertebrate fauna of the river bed is composed mainly of 
larvae and nymphs of the Insecta with the following Orders predominating:-
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Ephemeroptera (May flies) Diptera (True flies)
Coleoptera (Beetles) Plecoptera (Stone flies)
Odonata (Dragon flies, Damsel flies) Trichoptera (Caddis flies).
Fisheries
(a) Rod and Line
Although quite a small river the Teign has a good reputation as a fishery, 
particularly for sea trout.
Salmon however can be caught in most of the main river at some time during 
the season but at the opening of the season, on 1st February„ salmon fishing is 
concentrated on the water below Chudleigh Bridge which usually contains a number 
of fresh run fish. Subsequent salmon runs penetrate a little further into the 
main river and by mid-summer the fish are well distributed between Steps Bridge 
arid the estuary. Angling takes place over the whole of this length and a little 
later in the season a few fish are taken between Steps Bridge and Chagford, but 
this number does not often exceed 30 fish and the upper reaches are not looked 
upon as a salmon fishery.
Sea trout however follow a rather different pattern and although a few large 
fish are caught in the lower reaches downstream of Christow early in the season, 
the major runs of ''school peal" start in June and July arid quickly distribute 
themselves -throughout the whole of the river system; the specialist sea trout 
anglers enjoy some excellent sport from then until the end of the season.
Brown trout are fished for over the whole of the river system and two very 
active bodies, the Upper Teign Fishing Association and the Lower Teign Fishing 
Association, exist to foster this and other aspects of the sport.
There is also a brown trout fishery at Fernworthy Reservoir where some good 
fish are to be had, but special techniques are required to catch them.
The present open seasons for rod fishing on the River Teign are:-
Salmon 19t.h February - 31st August
Sea Trout 15th March - 30th September 
Brown Trout 15th March - 30th September
Anglers are asked to make a return of salmon and sea trout caught to the 
River Board, but not all do so, and the recorded numbers of fish caught are not 
therefore as good a guide as they might be. No returns are required for brown 
trout.
Since 1951 the River Board returns for rods are;-
Salmon Sea Trout
1951 118 592
1952 45 203
1953 26 815
1954 143 825
1955 125 1 9346
1956 88 593
1957 103 1,003
1958 40 719 \
1959 109 1,172
1960 189 930
1961 90 1,309
1962 58 460
1963 Figures not yet to hand
4"1
(b) Netting
There is an active commercial fishery on the estuary where ten licensed 
seine nets, operated by crews from Teignmbuth and Shaldon9 fish the river as far 
up as Netherton. Only a few nets operate at the very beginning of the season 
(15th March) but in Aprils May and June all are very active catching both salmon 
and sea trout.
The present open season for net fishing is from 15th March to 31st August 
for both salmon and sea trout and there is a weekly close period of 48 hours 
from 6 a.m. Saturday to 6 a„m„ on the following Monday,
Netsmen are required by law to make a return of fish caught during the 
season and since 1951 the record is:-
Salmon Sea Trout
1951 938 333
1952 591 306
1953 897 554
1954 1,481 716
1955 1,338 653
1956 1,456 1,149
1957 1 j, 448 1*194
1958 1,163 1,349
1959 1,075 l s958
1960 997 1,539
1961 616 1,512
1962 706 1,622
1963 960 2,083
(c) Spawning
The main salmon spawning grounds on the Teign are downstream from the 
Holy Street area to Dogmarsh with patches downstream again as far as the 
Clifford area, although the very late spawning fish which spawn well after 
Christmas can be found as low down as Chudleigh. There is also some salmon 
spawning ground on the Bovey around Wilford Bridge but generally very few 
salmon redds are found in the tributaries.
Sea trout redds have been recorded throughout the river system and, unlike 
salmon these fish make great use of all suitable side streams as well as the 
main channel.
Water Abstraction
There is a major impounding reservoir on the South Teign at Fernworthy 
from which a statutory volume of compensation water passes down the river in 
low water conditions. There are also reservoirs at Kennick, Tottiford and 
Hennock which receive water from Fernworthy as well as that drained from their 
immediate catchment areas.
B. METHODS 
Choice of Sections
Sections were chosen which were reasonably accessible for the Land Rover 
and fishing equipment and which did not contain pools too deep to be fished by 
a man wearing chest waders. Beyond this no account was taken of the physical
nature of the section and a variety of river bed types was encountered 
ranging from solid rock to fine sand with embedded boulders. Also in some 
sections the banks were sheer with no undercuttings whilst in others the bank 
overhung the river by as much as two or three feet. There was also a wide 
variety of surrounding catchments ranging from open moorland to dense 
deciduous woodland with bracken covered banks.
In all, 34 sections were examined;, made up as follows
River Teign and tributaries 26 
River Bovey and tributaries 8
Each section has been given a name which relates it as near as possible 
to a well-known landmark or fishing pool if no suitable landmark is known.
Map names where given have been taken from the 2V' ordnance survey map and the 
number preceding the name of each section is that given to it in Maps A  and B 
of this report. In brackets after the name of each section are the dates on 
which the section was fished and the area of the section.
1. Teignhead Farm - North Teign (14th October - 344 sq.yds)
A section immediately u/s Clapper Bridge within sight of Teignhead 
Farm.
2. Manger Waterfall - North Teign (14th October - 333 sq.yds)
A section d/s from a point 300 yds d/s the waterfall which is unnamed 
on the 2%M O.S. map and has therefore been given the name of the 
adjacent Manger Rock.
3. Batworthy - North Teign (15th October - 500 sq.yds)
A section u/s from a point 50 yds u/s Batworthy (Teign-e-Ever)
Clapper Bridge.
4. Walla Brook - Tributary North Teign (15th October ~ 289 sq.yds)
A  section u/s from a point 50 yds u/s Walla Brook Bridge.
5. Leigh Bridge ~ North Teign (18th June - l s364 sq.yds)
A section u/s from a point 100 yds u/s Leigh Bridge.
6. Blackaton Brook » Tributary North Teign (21st September - 404 sq.yds) 
A  section d/s from a point 40 yds d/s Highbury Bridge.
7. Yeo Farm - South Teign (26th June - 375 sq.yds)
A  section u/s from a point 500 yds u/s Yeo Bridge.
8. Leigh Bridge ° South Teign (20th June ~ 642 sq.yds)
A  section u/s from a point 50 yds u/s Leigh Bridge.
9. Chagford Leat (25th September - 446 sq.yds)
A section in Chagford Leat.
10. Chagford Weir (27th June - 1^290 sq.yds)
A section immediately d/s Chagford Weir and finishing u/s outfall 
from Chagford Sewage Works.
11. Rushford Mill (10th July - l s192 sq.yds)
A section d/s from a point 50 yds d/s Rushford Mill ford.
12. Dogmarsh Bridge (11th July - 13260 sq.yds)
A section d/s from a point 200 yds d/s Dogmarsh (Sandypark) Bridge.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
Black Pool (12th July => lg300 sq.yds)
A section in Hannicombe Wood u/s from Black Pool and not including 
pool itself.
Fingle Weir (9th July - l s167 sq.yds)
A  section immediately d/s Fingle Weir.
Bad Rock (17th July - l a784 sq.yds)
A section approximately 1 mile d/s Fingle Bridge.
Clifford Farm (I8th July - l s376 sq.yds)
A section approximately 1 mile d/s Clifford Bridge.
Steps Bridge (24th September - ls098 sq.yds)
A section approximately h. mile u/s Steps Bridge.
Sowton Weir (19th July - I a342 sq.yds)
A  section immediately d/s Sowton Weir.
Bridford Bridge (25th July - la027 sq.yds)
A  section approximately 500 yds d/s Bridford Bridge and u/s 
confluence of Rookery Brook.
Higher Orchard Pool (23rd July ~ I a367 sq.yds)
A  section approximately 400 yds 'd/s Christow Bridge and d/s 
confluence of Rookery Brook.
Ashton (24th July - la667 sq.yds)
A section u/s a point 50 yds u/s Spara Bridgea Ashton.
Slag Heaps (26th July - lfl093 sq.yds)
A  section roughly midway between Spara Bridge and Hyner. There were 
large grey slag heaps alongside the section. The small stream 
which rises near Canonteign Barton entered the river a short distance 
d/s of the section.
Hyner (30th July = 2 9011 sq.yds)
A  section u/s from a point 50 yds u/s of Hyner Brook confluence. 
Trusham (31st July - lg601 sq.yds)
A section dfs from a point 20 yds u/s Trusham Bridge.
Chudleigh Bridge (1st August - ls667 sq.yds)
A section u/s from a point 150 yds u/s Chudleigh Bridge (A.38).
New Bridge (6th August - l a607 sq.yds)
A  section d/s from a point 200 yds d/s New Bridge.
Wormhill Bridge River Bovey (7th August - 540 sq.yds)
A section immediately d/s Wormhill Bridge.
North Bovey Bridge ° River Bovey (8th August - 633 sq.yds)
A section u/s from a point 200 yds u/s North Bovey Bridge.
Foxworthy Bridge » River Bovey (9th August » 591 sq.yds)
A section immediately u/s from Foxworthy Bridge.
Hisley Wood - River Bovey (13th August - 882 sq.yds)
A section d/s from the point of confluence of the Becka Brook.
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31. River Wray - Tributary River Bovey (23rd October ~ 164 sq.yds)
A section immediately u/ s Cas ely Br idge.
32. Wilford Bridge - River Bovey (1.4th August - 759 sq.yds)
A  section immediately d/s Wilford Bridge.
33. Parke Bridge ° River Bovey (15th August ~ 648 sq.yds)
A section immediately u/s Parke Bridge.
34. Little Bovey Bridge - River Bovey (I9th August - Is 102 sq.yds)
A section u/s from a point 100 yds u/s Little Bovey Bridge.
Sampling Techniques
For the purpose of the survey it was decided to igtjore the "parr of the 
year", i.e. fish hatched in the spring of 1963 since because of their small 
size they were difficult to capture and equally difficult to identify as trout 
or salmon.
N . B . The following shorthand notation is used in this report to denote 
the different year classes of fry and parr:-
0+ group - fish hatched in 1963 
1+ group - fish hatched in 1962 
2+ group = fish hatched in 1961 s etc.
Each section was isolated by means of stop nets carefully placed and 
sealed with stones to prevent escapes where the river bed was uneven and the 
fish in the section were then removed using the D„Co electric fishing apparatus. 
The electrodes carrying the current were moved upstream and downstream through 
the section until the operators were satisfied that few* if anyj, fish remained. 
Fish 'stunned" with D„C„ swam helplessly towards the electrode and were picked 
up by a second operator using a dip net and then transferred to keep tanks in 
the shade and well supplied with oxygen. During the survey an experimental 
'live-car! (a small net covered cage which could be pushed into position to 
stand on the river bed with water flowing through it) proved most successful 
and it was eventually possible to dispense with the tanks and keep the 
captured fish in the river before they were measured;, identified for species, 
and set free again.
Another refinement was the use of electrified chicken wire stretched 
across the river instead of stop nets. This enabled the difficult moorland 
sections on the North Teign to be fished without the problem of manhandling 
heavy nets across the moor.
Fish were measured from the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail and 
the results were recorded in centimetres.
N . B . It is regretted that the use of centimetres may cause some 
irritation but in practice it was found to be a great convenience and enabled 
results to be more easily compared with the scientific literature in which this 
unit of measurement is used. Anglers may find the following rough conversions 
useful when reading this report
10 cm is very nearly r4" \
15 cm is very nearly 6"
20 cm is very nearly 8"
Since it was not possible to distinguish with absolute certainty between 
the young stages of migratory and non-migratory trout;, salmonid fish were 
recorded as either “salmon’ or "trout'.
N „ B . It is unfortunate that it is not possible in surveys of this 
nature to distinguish between juvenile brown trout and those4fish which will 
eventually migrate to sea as sea trout smolts * In some waters it is possible 
to recognise what appear to be different 'types' of trout parrs e.g. some have 
more slender wrists and more gracefully forked tails than others, but it is not 
known for certain that those are sea trout parr. In fact the results on the 
Teign rather indicate that it is unlikely to be so as such fish were not at all 
common and yet the Teign is well known as an excellent sea trout river.
C. RESULTS 
Salmon (Salmo salar)
(a) Adults
As shown in Tables 1 and 2 only three adult salmon were taken during the 
survey, two at Hisley Wood on the 13th August and one in Chagford Leat on 25th 
September. No significance is attached to the fact that so few were 
encountered since the sections were chosen to avoid the deeper water where salmon 
would more likely have been found,
(b) Parr
Table 5 gives the distribution and size groupings of salmon parr in the 
River Teign and Table 6 gives this data for the River Bovey. The size 
groupings for both rivers have been bulked and the result is given in histogram 
form as Figure 2.
The main object of the survey£ i°e. to examine the distribution of the 
salmon parr population and assess its abundance relative to the trout population9 
was achieved by sampling at various points On the river system and at each 
section counting the numbers of salmonids presents although for reasons stated 
above the 0+ group was disregarded. The results of these counts comprise 
Tables 1 and 2 and it is clear that certain areas of river are dominated by the 
salmon whilst in others it is absent., There are in addition many grades 
between these two extremes. The problem in examining these statistics is that 
the size of the sample at the various sections is quite different and this makes 
an easy assessment of the nature of the salmon and trout relationship at any one 
section extremely difficult.
An attempt has been made therefore to devise a formula which would 
interpret this relationship and give the result as a single numbers which has 
been termed the Salmon Parr Index (SPI)B on a scale of 0 - 100 (Figure 1).
In calculating SPI's for this present survey9 certain assumptions have 
been made which may need modification in the light of future survey experiences. 
For examples it is possible that the SPI may be expressing the result of the 
competition for territory which has been shown to exist between salmon and trout 
parr. (1) It has been assumed here chat this competition will be between fish 
occupying or attempting to occupy the same ecological niche and for the salmonid 
populations encountered in the survey this will probably exclude the larger 
trout which would be expected to be living under the banks behind large 
boulders, etc. Therefore in calculating SPI’s an arbitrary decision has been 
made to compare the total 1+ and 2+ salmon parr population with that portion of 
the trout population which is within the size range of the salmon parr, i.e. 
8 - 1 7  cm. More simply;- \
SPI = Salmon Parr Population x 100 
Total Parr Population 
(between 8=-17cm).
The SPI's for all sections„ corrected to the nearest whole number, are 
given in Tables 9 and 10 and illustrated in Sketch Haps C and D.
—  100 - population composed entirely of salmon
parrs does not occur in nature but could 
be achieved by artificial means.
77 - highest recorded on River Teign 
(Higher Orchard Pool)
51 - highest recorded on River Bovey 
(Little Bovey Bridge)
parr population roughly half salmon and 
half trout.
0 “ population composed entirely of trout 
parra occurs regularly in nature and 
recorded several times during the survey.
An examination of the data shows that the most important salmon rearing 
grounds are in the main river whilst the headwaters and tributaries are of 
little importance.
The North Teign above Batworthy and the moorland tributary, the Walla 
Brook, were found to be quite devoid of salmon parr and this is attributable 
to the very difficult length of river between Gidleigh and Batworthy which 
presumably makes access to the headwaters impossible for adult salmon. A good 
population of salmon parr was found at the Leigh Bridge section on the North 
Teign but both sections on the South Teign were very poor in this respect, 
having SPr's of only 25 (Yeo Farm) and 22 (Leigh Bridge).
The main river sections from Leigh Bridge as far downstream as Bridford 
Bridge showed a pattern of gradual and almost continuous increase in the salmon 
parr component of the total parr population as is illustrated below by a 
selection of some of the results in Table 9.
Section SPI
Chagford Weir 24
Rushford Hill 26
Dogmarsh Bridge 31
Black Pool 59
Fingle Weir 62
Bad Rock 61
Clifford Farm 69
Steps Bridge 59* * This section was fished much
Sowton Weir 76 later in the year than the
Bridford Bridge 76 others.
Salmon parr were still present in good numbers below the confluence of 
the Rookery Brook and at least in the upper reaches of what was the polluted 
zone in 1962 appeared to be dominant over the trout. Further downstream 
fluctuating SPI’s were recorded showing no positive trend, a perhaps
Figure 1
Scale showing Salmon 
Parr Indices and 
their significance
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predictable result in the circumstances since it will be some years before 
the normal balanced population is restored in this- area.
It is interesting to compare the extent of rearing grounds of the salmon 
as described above with the main concentration of spawning grounds. The 
outstanding observations to be made are that the principal rearing areas as a 
whole are downstream of the principal spawning areas and that there seems 
generally to have been little penetration of side streams. It is possible 
therefore to postulate a salmon population spawning in the Holy Street-Dogmarsh 
area and the young fish as they emerge from the gravel or at a later stage under­
going a series of downstream dispersals which may be more of a flight than a 
migration. There seems to be little or no upstream migration. The general 
tendency for part of the salmon parr population to move downstream would account 
for the relatively high populations found both in areas without local spawning 
facilities and in the polluted length below the Rookery Brook in which many 14- 
parr were found. Since it was thought that the entire fry and parr population 
in this area perished in the pollutions, it can only be assumed that these fis.h 
were either survivors or immigrants„ and the results tend to favour the latter 
supposition.
The main tributary of the Teigns the Bovey9 is obviously of little 
importance as a salmon rearing ground. The upper reaches held very few salmon 
parr and SPI's of 6 and under were recorded in addition to the 0 at the section 
on the River Wray. Lower down the Bovey the salmon rearing position was a 
little improved but even at the most downstream section the SPI was only 51.
The only other tributary which was examined was the Blackaton Brook which 
was shown to have a salmon parr population but an SPI of only 21.
It is difficult in this the first population survey carried out by the 
Board on a Devon river to say whether the Teign salmon population is a normal 
one for a small acid river supporting brown trout and sea trout as well as 
salmon. It is hoped that in future years comparisons between rivers will be 
possible and the population of any one river will be capable of more critical 
assessment as to its adequacy to support the salmon fishery of that river.
With the possibility of future comparisons in mind, the number of salmon 
parr (1+ and 2+) inhabiting a 100 sq.yd area of stream has been calculated for 
both rivers excluding sections with 0 SPI's and side streamss with the 
following result:-
River Teign has 6.1 salmon parr per 100 sq.yds 
River Bovey has 4.3 salmon parr per 100 sq.yds.
N. B . It has been assumed from an examination of Figure 2 that the bulk of 
the salmon parr population was composed of 1+ fish but that there were also 
a small number of 2+ fish. No scale-readings were carried out to test this 
observation as sufficient time was not available.
Trout (Salmo trutta)
(a) Sea Trout
Upstream migrating sea trout were encountered at many of the sections 
and the numbers and sizes are recorded in Tables J and 8. \ It is important 
to note that these figures are included for interest only and should not be 
taken to reflect any significant facts about the sea trout fishery of the 
River Teign. The distribution of sea trout is obviously influenced a great 
deal by water conditions and a few days difference in the timing of a survey
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could .have affected the figures quite markedly. A  good example of this is 
given by the section at Trusham where 20 sea trout were taken on 31st July.
It is believed that most of these fish were fresh run and part of a big run 
which was known to have entered the river a few days previously. Clearly, 
had Trusham been fished a few days earlier or later the result could have been 
quite different. Similarly8 the number of sea trout taken at the moorland 
sections above Batworthy could have been greatly influenced by the season as 
this part of the survey was conducted many weeks after the other sections had 
been completed.
It is of interest to note that some of the male fish in this area were 
running milt when c a ptured although it is probable that only the posterior end 
of the testes was ripe and the female fish were quite firm with some way still 
to go before the ova were ready to shed.
During the survey a total of 120 sea trout were taken and, in view of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries9 experimental tagging work concerning 
sea trout on the River Axe, all fish were closely examined for tags but none 
were found.
(b) Brown Trout and Sea Trout Parr
It is unfortunate that it is not possible to distinguish between the trout 
parr which will remain in the river and grow on as adult brown trout and those 
which will undergo the smolt change and migrate to the sea as sea trout smolts. 
However, since it is not possible to do so, the figures making up Tables 3 and 
4 must be taken as including brown trout parr, sea trout parr and brown trout 
adults.
As has been made clear in previous sections of this report, the main 
objects of the survey were investigations concerning the salmon, and data 
concerning trout can only be regarded as being incidental to the main result. 
However, the figures are included in view of the great interest in this species, 
and a few general observations can be made on them.
Trout were of course present at all sections, in some cases in a mixed 
populationwith salmon parr, and in other cases entirely without the salmon.
It is worth noting that nearly all the trout which were handled during the survey 
were in magnificent condition with very striking markings and colouration. In 
many cases the distinct brown trout characters of bright red adipose fin and both 
black and white lines at the distal edges of the anal and pelvic fins, were very 
pronounced. The fish appeared to be healthy and although no detailed 
examinations were made there was no external evidence of disease or parasitization. 
Also worthy of note is the fact that few fish were encountered showing the ugly 
and disproportionately large head which is taken as a sure sign of a cannibalistic 
habit. It could of course be argued with good reason that the best 'cannibal1 
lies were not fished.
Figure 3 is a histogram of the length frequencies of all. trout found during 
the survey. Whilst it is clear from the data which size groups were most common,, 
it is doubtful whether it is permissible to conclude that the histogram peaks 
represent year classes of fish. One objection to this is the fact that the 
population is in a sense a "mixed" one of brown trout and sea trout parr and the 
two "types" may have quite different growth rates which could possibly make the 
length-frequency data misleading. Another objection is that the data does not 
represent the length frequencies of a single population at one time but rather 
does It represent data from populations living in widely differing environ­
mental conditions and sampled over a period of several weeks. Presumably some
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significant growth took place during that period and this would at least have 
the effect of flattening out the peaks of the histogram. Howevers with all 
these objections in minds but considering also the size of the sample9 it is 
still possible that the peaks at ll=13cms, 14“16cm and 21cm respectively 
represent the 1+, 2+ and 3+ year classes of Teign trout. Unfortunately the 
scale readings which would have confirmed or refuted this hypothesis were not 
made.
An examination of Tables 1 and 2 shows that whilst most sections had very 
good numbers of small fish, only a few had reasonable numbers of fish over 20cm 
and in this respect the sections at Chagford W e i r s Rushford Mill and Dogmarsh 
Bridge on the main river were outstanding. However^ most sections above 
Bridford appeared to have well balanced trout populations and the large numbers 
of small fish are a good sign for the future. The exceptions to the rule were 
the moorland sections where few fish over 20cm were taken and the number of these 
fish in the polluted zone was also very low. In fact at Higher Orchard Pool 
only one fish over 19cm was taken and the figures of Table 1 show how drastic has 
been the reduction of the larger size groups in this zone. Biological 
examination of this area has shown that whilst a balanced invertebrate fauna may 
not be present, there are very large numbers of nymphs and larvae of several 
species present and together with the material drifting down with the current 
and the terrestrial insects falling in off the treess there should be sufficient 
food for a fish population to thrive.
Clearly any restocking which is done in the area should aim at restoring 
the balance of the population and any fish restocked should be in the 15-20cm 
(6n-8") size group.
The Bovey trout also appear to be on the small side except at the Wormhill 
Bridge and North Bovey Bridge sectionsB although past restocking by the Manor 
House Hotel may have influenced these sections. The largest trout found during 
the survey was a magnificent specimen of 42cm taken at Wormhill Bridge.
One factor affecting the statistics which cannot be taken into account is 
the effect of angling. One or two successful anglers fishing a survey section 
in the week prior to the examination of that section could obviously make an 
impression on the number of takeable fish encountered;, which would be reflected 
in the results. For this and other reasons it is not wise to make too precise 
comparisons between individual sections,, although the results undoubtedly 
reflect a fair picture of the present state of the Teign fisheries.
Eel (Anguilla vulgaris)
A few eels were found at most sections but generally they were small in 
size and few in number by comparison with the salmonids. It is quite certain 
that at the present time this species, whilst possibly of local nuisance value 
in the occasional deep pool, does not constitute a menace to the salmonids 
either as a competitor or predator.
Stone Loach (Nemachilus barnatula)
These fish were found at several sections and some specimens were 
unusually large, being quite 5" long.
Minnow (Phoxinus phoxinus)
\
This species was taken at several sections.
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Flounder (Pleuronectes flesus)
Four specimens of this species were taken at the New Bridge section and 
others were visible in the water outside the stop nets. The habit of 
ascending rivers is quite well recorded for this species, and unlike the salmon 
the migration is said to be inspired by a search for food, the fish returning 
to the sea to spawn.
Lampreys . (Petromyzon sp.)
Quite large numbers of larval lampreys were observed at some of the 
sections, especially in the lower reaches of the Teign.
Miller's Thumb (Cottus gobio)
This species was taken at most sections and was locally quite common.
D. APPENDIX
The survey has shown that it would be well worth while to extend the 
Board's artificial propagation programme to the River Teign. Furthermore, 
there are great possibilities for a large-scale experiment to test the 
programme and the Board have now decided to proceed with such an experiment 
on the following lines:
The Teign Salmon Experiment
As described in the body of the report, there exists on the North Teign 
above Batworthy a large area of river which at present is not used by salmon. 
There is a resident brown trout population and sea trout spawn in the area 
also. Biological examination of the area has shown that there is a good supply 
of fish food and that the environment would probably be most suitable for 
rearing young salmon. It is also reasonably certain that even extensive 
blasting operations could never make the area accessible to adult salmon since 
there is a stretch of river at least one mile long which is virtually a 
continuous obstacle.
It will be appreciated that salmon only require to reach a length of 10cm 
in the river before they can become smolts and migrate to sea. Examination of 
Table 3 in the report will show that the native brown trout seem to have no 
difficulty in attaining lengths well over 10 cm and it would be a reasonable 
assumption that the large numbers of trout in these sections at 10-12cm are the 
1+ year class. The area is well provided with deep pools and there seems no
reason why it should not be planted with salmon.
i
If the planting is successful, a very large number of "naturally' produced 
salmon smolts could result which would almost certainly significantly increase 
the size and possibly alter the composition of the Teign salmon run.
Procedure
1. An important preliminary will be to attempt a general reduction in the 
competition and predation from the native trout by removing a proportion of 
them from the area and stocking them in other waters.
This stage is of critical importance to the whole project because unless 
'room' is made available for the salmon to be planted, very few will survive.
Recent research work by Kalleberg (I) and others has revealed certain facts 
about the competition which exists in nature between populations of young 
salmon and trout, and there is little doubt that competition for territory 
which is, roughly speakings, a place to live, feed and grow is of prime 
importance. At the moment in the experimental area it can be assumed that 
all the available territories will be filled by the native trout;, and any 
salmon introduced would probably be unable to find a vacant space and would 
almost certainly be killed or driven downstream out of the area. One of 
Kalleberg's most important findings was that in these situations the trout 
dominates the salmon.
In order to avoid delay in starting the-experiments, this part of the 
programme will be completed by the spring of 1964.
2. The first stocking will take place after the trout removal is completed, 
using 50,000 salmon ova which the Board now has on order from the Tweed 
Commissioners. This is a standing annual order and the Board have decided 
that if possible it will allocate a similar order to the experiment each year 
up to and including 1970.
3. Test sections will be established in the area and these will be examined 
regularly to provide data on growth and survival rates of the planted fish.
4. The normal upstream migrating sea trout will be trapped at a new trapping 
station which will be built, if all necessary approvals are obtained, at a site 
in the Gidleigh area on the North Teign. It is essential that as few sea trout 
as possible be allowed to spawn in the experimental area and most of these which 
would be past the trap before it opened on 1st October9 and which reached the 
area, could be removed by netting and electric fishing. Sea trout remaining in 
the length between the trap and Batworthy will not of course be interfered with 
in any way. Any salmon which reach the trap will also be held for stripping 
purposes, but few are expected.
Preventing sea trout from spawning on the moor should have little or no 
effect on the sea trout population of the river since almost the whole of the 
system is used by these fish for spawning.
The ova from the fish caught at the trap will be exchanged for salmon ova 
under the Board's present exchange scheme of two sea trout ova for one salmon 
ovum.
This scheme is n ow working on the Taw but the Board are prepared to confine 
it to the Teign and, wit h  the ova from the Tweed Commissioners, there should be 
sufficient salmon ova available for the experiment.
By obtaining ova from the Tweed and by the exchange of sea trout ova there 
will be no need to proceed with the Clifford Bridge plan for direct trapping of 
salmon and the Board have now decided to abandon this project.
5. A major part of the experimental apparatus will be a smolt trap which it 
is hoped will also be built at the trapping site on the North Teign. By using 
this trap, fish migrating as smolts downstream from the experimental area will 
be counted and thus survival data will be obtained. Some form of marking will 
also be necessary in order to identify the fish on their subsequent return to 
the river and eventually it will be possible to say how many of the 
experimental smolts have survived and at what time of year they have returned 
to the river.
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6. After 1964 regular stocking will take place with the ova available 
and there are obvious possibilities for experimentation to decide optimum 
stocking densities, and also to determine the most suitable stage to plant 
salmon, e.g. eyed-ova, ready-to-feed fry, feeding fry, parr or smolts.
7. Attention is drawn to the possible results of stocking if the experiment 
is successful, e.g. the 1964 ova could produce fish returning to the river as 
late as 1970, and these possibilities are shown in Figure 4. In view of the 
long-term nature of the experiment the Board have accepted that unless 
exceptional circumstances arise in the meantime, the experimental period will 
run initially to 1980, i.e. testing a ten-year stocking programme.
8. In connection with the experiment a scale-reading investigation will be 
started in 1964 to enable the normal commercial and sporting salmon catch to 
be analysed before the first experimental fish return to the river.
9. Since the experiment may attract wide public interest a report on each 
year's work will be prepared for general circulation.
10. Should the experiment prove unsuccessful the area will be restored to its 
present condition by restocking with brown trout. .
Reference (1) - see page 9
Kalleberg, H. 1958. Observations in a stream tank of territoriality
and competition in juvenile salmon and trout, 
(Salmo salar L. and S. trutta L.).
Rep. Inst. Freshw. Res. Drottning, 39, 55-98.
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HAP A Survey Sections -
Upper Reaches River Teign and River Bovey
\

MAP C Salmon Parr Indices -
Upper Reaches River Teign and River Bovey

TABLE 1 Totals of all Salmonid Fish Found at Each Section - River Teign
Name of Section Trout
Salmon
Parr
Sea
Trout
Salmon
Totals 
All Fish
Teignhead Farm (North Teign) 168 0 3 0 171
Manger Waterfall (North Teign) 166 0 7 0 173
Batworthy (North Teign) 113 0 1 0 114
Walla Brook (North Teign) 62 0 8 0 70
Leigh Bridge (North Teign) 83 46 0 0 129
Blackaton Brook (North Teign) 47 9 2 0 58
Yeo Farm (South Teign 34 11 1 0 46
Leigh Bridge (South Teign) 82 17 0 0 99
Chagford Leat 71 9 2 1 83
Chagford Weir 233 55 3 0 291
Rushford Mill 240 60 1 0 301
Dogmarsh Bridge 163 50 1 0 214
Black Pool 107 107 0 0 214
Fingle Weir 116 148 1 0 265
Bad Rock 139 170 2 0 311
Clifford Farm 57 81 0 0 138
Steps Bridge 59 54 1 0 114
Sowton Weir 76 175 0 0 251
Bridford Bridge 104 237 1 0 342
Higher Orchard Pool 51 162 1 0 214
Ashton 37 75 0 0 112
Slag Heaps 20 42 1 0 63
Hyner 75 41 1 0 117
Trusham 85 24 20 0 129
Chudleigh Bridge 52 26 3 0 81
New Bridge 44 31 9 0 84
Totals 2,484 1,630 69
-  ■ - .........................................
1 4,184
TABLE 2 Totals of all Salmonld Fish Found at Each Section - River Bovey
Name of Section Trout
Salmon
Parr
Sea
Trout
Salmon
Totals 
All Fish
Wormhill Bridge 188 10 1 0 199
North Bovey Bridge 168 5 4 0 177
Foxworthy Bridge 112 4 14 0 130
Hisley Wood 118 58 20 2 198
River Wray 136 0 0 0 136
Wilford Bridge 114 46 6 0 166
Parke Bridge 66 30 2 0 98
Little Bovey Bridge 86 67 4 0 157
Totals 988 220 51 2 1,261
| TABLE 3 Size Distribution of Trout - River Teign
Name of Section 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Fish over 
30 cm
Total
Teignhead Farm(N.Teign) 0 4 19 30 14 16 20 22 15 8 2 2 5 3 3 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 168
Manger Waterfall(N.Teign) 2 8 38 33 19 7 15 15 12 6 5 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 166
Batworthy (N.Teign) a 5 14 25 17 15 6 7 11 1 4 2 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 One 35 cm 113
!
Walla Brook (N.Teign) * 1 3 10 5 5 5 9 7 6 4 2 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 62
1Leigh Bridge (N.Teign) 13 11 13 5 6 12 4 2 1 2 1 3 1 3 0 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 83
I Blackaton Brook(N.Teign) 1 0 6 4 7 3 2 6 3 2 2 1 4 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 One 42 cm 47
Yeo Farm (S.Teign) 0 1 6 5 3 6 5 3 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 34
1Leigh Bridge (S.Teign) 4 2 2 7 6 6 10 11 10 3 2 4 3 3 2 4 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 82
(Chagford Leat 0 1 1 5 8 8 2 13 4 8 7 . 3 2 1 1 3 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 One 32 cm 71
(Chagford Weir 1 12 18 14 22 20 23 26 21 13 13 9 4 16 5 4 3 2 2 2 1 0 2 233
Rushford Hill 0 5 11 28 31 22 18 14 29 11 16 11 9 5 8 6 8 0 2 1 1 2 2 240
Dogmarsh Bridge 0 3 8 21 21 9 13 20 10 8 5 9 8 6 3 7 5 3 1 2 1 0 0 163
Black Pool1 0 1
12 13 10 10 4 13 6 5 9 5 2 8 2 2 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 One 37 cm 107
1
Fingle Weir 0 6 13 15 5 9 8 17 10 7 7 2 2 1 2 1 4 1 1 2 1 1 1 116
Bad Rock 1 3 17 13 17 14 11 14 8 11 6 1 6 4 3 2 4 1 0 2 0 0 0 One 31 cm 139
Clifford Farm 1 3 4 6 2 4 5 0 6 6 3 1 1 4 5 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 One 31 cm 57
Steps Bridge 0 0 1 7 5 8 3 2 6 5 3 1 3 1 7 4 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 59
!
Sowton Weir 0 2 4 8 12 16 4 3 5 2 4 4 2 3 2 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 One 33 cm 76
IBridford Bridge 0 0 1 4 15 21 10 9 6 9 4 5 4 5 4 0 3 3 0 0 1 0 0 104
IHigher Orchard Pool 0 1 4 12 11 7 2 5 2 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 51
1Ashton 0 0 2 4 6 2 6 4 1 1 2 1 1 1 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 37
1 Slag Heaps 0 0 0 3 2 3 3 1 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20
Hyner 0 0 0 0 5 11 15 9 14 10 3 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 75
Trusham 0 0 2 0 5 6 9 11 8 7 6 3 7 3 6 3 3 2 1 1 1 0 1 85
Chudleigh Bridge 0 0 1 0 2 3 6 5 8 8 3 2 4 2 1 2 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 52
New Bridge 0 0 0 2 0 2 3 3 3 5 6 2 3 3 3 3 2 1 0 0 2 0 0 One 31 cm 44
Totals 24 71 207 269 256 245 216 242 212 151 117..... .
77 75 79 61 51 39 24 18 13 12 8 9 - 8 2 S484
TABLE 4 Size Distribution of Trout - River Bovey
Name of Section 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Fish over 
30 cm
Total
Wormhill Bridge 1 3 16 27 30 9 18 20 17 8 7 4 4 9 4 0 3 3 0 3 1 0 0 One 42 cm 188
North Bovey Bridge 0 0 6 20 31 18 13 12 14 15 11 3 3 3 6 3 4 2 2 1 0 0 0 One 35 cm 168
Foxworthy Bridge 0 0 3 11 18 21 8 7 8 8 8 5 4 4 2 2 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 112
Hisley Wood 0 2 8 19 13 12 10 17 7 13 10 3 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 118
River Wray 11 26 9 2 5 13 15 9 13 11 11 0 3 1 1 0 2 1 1 0 1 0 0 One 32 cm 136
Wilford Bridge 0 0 1 7 18 13 12 16 12 9 6 7 1 5 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 114
Parke Bridge 0 0 4 6 14 7 7 9 4 1 3 2 1 2 2 0 0 1 0 2 1 0 0 66
Little Bovey Bridge 0 1 0 2 3 8 14 15 14 7 8 5 1 3 1 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 One 31 cm 86
Totals 12 32 47 94 132 101 97 105 89 72 64 29 17 27 17 9 13 7 6 9 3 1 1 4 988
TABLE 5 Size Distribution of Salmon Parr - River Teign
Name of Section 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Total
Teignhead Farm (N.Teign) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Manger Waterfall (N„Teign) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Batworthy (N.Teign) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Walla Brook (N.Teign) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leigh Bridge (N^Teign) 8 12 7 5 8 4 1 1 .0 0 0 0 0 46
Blackaton Brook (N.Teign) 0 1 3 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 9
Yeo Farm (South Teign) 0 0 0 0 5 3 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 11
Leigh Bridge (South Teign) 2 5 4 0 0 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 17
Chagford Leat 0 0 0 0 1 4 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 9
Chagford Weir 0 10 21 14 5 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 55
Rushford Mill 0 1 17 13 15 9 4 1 0 o 0 0 0 60
- Dogmarsh Bridge 0 2 7 15 22 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 50
Black Pool 1 7 20 40 23 6 9 1 0 0 0 0 0 107
Fingle Weir 2 19 52 48 16 5 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 148
Bad Rock 0 7 39 67 34 7 13 2 1 0 0 0 0 170
Clifford Farm 1 4 21 27 17 4 4 2
*X 0 0 0 0 81
Steps Bridge 0 0 6 ■12 23 9 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 54
Sowton Weir 0 19 46 56 40 9 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 175
Bridford Bridge - 0 4 27 56 95 38 14 2 0 1 0 0 0 237
Higher Orchard Pool 3 31 55 53 16 « / 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 162
Ashton 0 3 17 28 21 5 0 1j . C 0 0 0 0 75
Slag Heaps 0 0 3 21 12 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 42
Hyner 0 0 3 10 16 10 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 41
Trusham 0 0 2 10 9 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 24
Chudleigh Bridge 0 0 0 8 5 7 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 26
New Bridge 0 0 0 6 14 9 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 31
Totals 17 125 350 490 399 151 73 18 5 1 0 0 1 l s630
TABLE 6 Size Distribution of Salmon Parr - River Bovey
Name of Section 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Total
Wormhill Bridge 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 2 1 0 10
North Bovey Bridge 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 1 5
Foxworthy Bridge 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 4
Hisley Wood 0 0 4 14 24 7 3 4 2 0 58
River Wray 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Wilford Bridge 0 1 7 16 10 5 5 2 0 0 46
Parke Bridge 0 3 6 11 8 1 0 0 1 0 30
Little Bovey Bridge 0 0 2 9 26 15 13 2 0 0 67
Totals 0 4 19 52 68 30 26 12 6 3 220
TABLE 7 S iz e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Sea T ro u t  -  R iv e r  T e ig n
Name o f  S e c t io n
T e ig n h e a d  Farm  (N o r th  T e ig n ) 
M anger W a te r f a l l  (N o r th  T e ig n )  
B a tw o rth y  (N o rth  T e ig n )
W alla  B rook (N o r th  T e ig n )
L e ig h  B r id g e  (N o r th  T e ig n ) 
B lac lca to n  B rook (N o rth  T e ig n ) 
Yeo Farm (S o u th  T e ig n )
L e ig h  B r id g e  (S o u th  T e ig n )
C h a g fo rd  L e a t
C h ag fo rd  W eir
R u sh fo rd  M il l
Dogm arsh B r id g e
B la c k  P oo l
F in g le  W eir
Bad Rock
C l i f f o r d  Farm
S te p s  B r id g e
Sdwton W eir
B r id f o r d  B r id g e
H ig h e r  O rc h a rd  P o o l
A sh ton
S la g  H eaps
H yner
Trusham
C h u d le ig h  B r id g e  
New B rid g e
S iz e s  in  C e n t im e tre s
T o ta l
TABLE 8 Size Distribution of Sea Trout - River Bovey
Name of Section 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 Total
Wormhill Bridge 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
North Bovey Bridge 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Foxworthy Bridge 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 ' 14
Hisley Wood 1 0 0 0 1 5 2 0 0 1 1 0 2 2 1 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 20
River Wray 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Wilford Bridge 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
Parke Bridge 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Little Bovey
Bridge 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Totals 1 1 0 0 2 9 6 3 2 1 3 0 4 4 2 2 4 2 1 1 1 0 0 2 51
TABLE 9 Salmon Parr Indices - River Teign
Name of Section
Trout 
(8-17cm)
Teignhead Farm (North Teign) 
Manger Waterfall (North Teign) 
Batworthy (North Teign)
Walla Brook (North Teign)
Leigh Bridge (North Teign) 
Blackaton Brook (North Teign) 
Yeo Farm (South Teign)
Leigh Bridge (South Teign)
Chagford Leat
Chagford Weir
Rushford Mill
Dogmarsh Bridge
Black Pool
Fingle Weir
Bad Rock
Clifford Farm
Steps Bridge
Sowton Weir
Bridford Bridge
Higher Orchard Pool
Ashton
Slag Heaps
Hyner
Trusham
Chudleigh Bridge 
New Bridge
148
155
101
55 
69 
34 
33 
61 
50
170
169
113
74 
90
109
37
37
56
75 
48 
26 
20 
64 
48 
33 
18
Salmon
(8-17cm)
Total
Salmon Parr 
Index
0 148 0
0 155 0
0 101 0
0 55 0
46 115 40
9 43 21
11 44 25
17 78 22
9 59 15
55 225 24
60 229 26
50 163 31
107 181 59
148 238 62
170 279 61
81 118 69
54 91 59
175 231 76
237 312 76
162 210 77
75 101 74
42 62 68 ,
41 105 39
24 72 33
26 59 44
31 49 63
TABLE 10 Salmon Parr Indices - River Bovey
Name of Section
Trout
(8-17cm)
Salmon
(8-17cm)
Total
Salmon Parr 
Index
Wormhill Bridge 149 10 159 6
North Bovey Bridge 129 5 134 4
Foxworthy Bridge 84 4 88 5
Hisley Wood 101 58 159 36
River Wray 114 0 114 0
Wilford Bridge 88 46 134 34
Parke Bridge 52 30 82 36
Little Bovey Bridge 64 67 131 51
FIGURE 2 Salmon P a r r  -  S iz e  D i s t r i b u t i o n
( R iv e r  T e ig n  and  R iv e r  Bovey com bined)
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
S iz e  o f  f i s h  in  c e n t im e t r e s
r
FIGURE 4 Diagram of Possible Fate of Salmon Planted in 1964
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To avoid undue complication the 
possibility of a larger sea life 
than 3+ has been discounted.
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